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Introducing Your Child To Christ

With Kurt Bruner, The Center for Strong Families

The fact you f UH U H D Gndi@aledydulaxe concerned DERXW \RXU FKLOGY{V IDLWK
FKLOGYV GDLO\ QHHGYV DbiQ 6r heRd Bucdess i8 lileH SDKHUHTY QRWKLQJ P
than caring for their spiritual needs and helping them prepare for eternity. | Wiik¥ly that you are reading
WKLV EHFDXVH OLNH PDQ\ SDUHQWYV \RX GRQTW NQRZ TXLWH kK
WR &KULVW 3DUHQWV ZKR ZRUU\ WKDW WKH\ GRQfW KDYH WKH
salvationmaybH WHPSWHG WR MXVW OHDY Htdrély ov Redp&at ch@ ¢h RA iHiNist, R C
HYHQWY 7KDWYV XQGHUVWD Q G DtaéOntbst EmddtaritRuta rdst\infllientia @le\whxn
it comes to influencing \RXU FKLOGTV SDWK takés iy ®dlidley ttaivngRdD yo$ 10 f2ellnvire
comfortable about the when and how of introducing them to Christ.

STEP ONE: Lay a foundation

$ FKLOGTVY GHFLVLRQ WR IR O$£dR groceisg. XYuurlsvn br daugh@n gipwR iQ their
understanding of God by developing a foundation (hearing the stories of the Bible, learning scriptures,
singing about Jesus, and so forth) as well as experiencing life in your home (watching your example,
feeling your love, learning right from wrong). These two ways of learning work best when they are
connected in your home and integrated into your family life. We see it in Deuteronomy: 37 KHV H
commandments that | give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you
JHW (BiS6:6-7).

STEP TWO: Discern readiness

Do your best to discern when your child is mature enough to put the pieces together. Avoid the
temptation to push him or her too fast, making sure they are ready and can truly understand the gospel.
When you feel they are ready, ask a few questions to help JD XJH \R X UlekVef &f Qri@drstanding.
Read 5RPDQV 3)RU WKH ZDJHV RI VLQ LV GHDWK E Xss @Wistour L |\
/IRUG ~ 7KHQ DVN TXH\DWMLRQWIOQNH+RZK GRHV \RXU VLQ DIIHFW \/
3+RZ FDQ \RX EH ULJHKW tizely YédpohmdRaan help you sense whether your child is ready in
addition to helping your child apply the gospel to his or her own life.

STEP THREE: Guide your child in prayer for salvation

5RPDQV WHOOV XV 3«LI \RX FRQIHVV ZLWK \RXU PRXWK u-HV;
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are
justified, and it is with your mouth that you confessandare VDYH G~ 5 R P BIQ)Mf you sense your
child has a basic understanding of what sin is and what it leads to, as well as what it means to accept

* R G | W ofldalvation and His Lordship, then you can guide your child to pray along those lines. Instead
RI TXRWLQJ VSHFLILF ZRUGYV IRU \RXU FKLOG WR UHSHDW 2toweNV
God they are sorry for their sins, to ask for His forgiveness, and to ask Him to be Lord over the rest of
their life.

STEP FOUR: Prepar e them for baptism

2QFH \RXU FKLOG KDV XQGHUVWRRG DQG GHFLGHG WR DFFHSW
time to guide them toward following ChristiQ EHOLHYHUYV EDSWLVP 6 RKBUBE OH
Christians class where they can learn the basics of Christian faith and be prepared to celebrate baptism
with their family.
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